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Thelchoice!for!
governors!and!state!
legislatorslis!this:!
either!continue!to!tax!
theirlconstituents!for!
funds!to!shovellup!the!
wreckage!oflalcohol,!
drug'!and!nicotine!
abuse!and!addiction!
or'recast!their!
priorities!to!focus!
on!preventing!and!
treating!such!abuse!
and'!addiction."
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Alcohol, tobacco or illicit drugs causes
one in four deaths per year in the
United States. (Substance Abuse: The
Nation!s Number One Health Problem,
2001)

Underage alcohol use costs $58 billion
per year including violent crime and
fatal crashes. (Pacific Institute for
Research and Evaluation, 1999)

Nearly 20% of Medicaid and 25% of
Medicare hospital costs are associated
with alcohol, tobacco and other drug
abuse. (Substance Abuse: The Nation!s
Number One Health Problem, 2001)



Take leadership, take action...

bstance abuse has been identped as our nation!s number one health problem. To

ffectively impact this problem, Pennsylvania needs strong, focused leadership at
the state level solely dedicated to this important issue. Responsibility for policy and
funding cannot be diluted or spread through multiple agencies.

The Pennsylvania Association of County Drug and Alcohol Administrators
recommends:

Establishment of a Cabinet level position specibc to Alcohol, Tobacco and other
Drug Issues within state government with the responsibility and resources for:

Development, promotion and implementation of a statewide strategy for
alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, and treatment
services and to insure the coordination of those services.

Establishment of policies and priorities for allocating federal and state funds to
support prevention, intervention, and treatment programs administered by all
state departments, boards, and commissions.

Evaluation of existing alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse prevention,
intervention, and treatment strategies and for directing change in these
strategies as needed.

When leadership for substance abuse policy is relegated to lower levels of government
or collapsed into larger systems where it must compete for
resources and attention, the policy lacks focus.

Pennsylvania needs a long-term, comprehensive
approach to addressing this health problem that
includes education, health, law enforcement,
corrections and welfare. There must be a
strong, central point of accountability for
substance abuse services. Our communities
need a single state entity that has the
authority and responsibility to develop,
promote and implement a statewide

strategy for coordinating prevention,
intervention and treatment services.

This is a call to action”
Pennsylvania must leverage the best of its
resources to face its number one public health
problem--alcohol, tobacco and other drug
abuse...right now, for our future.



Pennsylvania taxpayers spend $292 per capita on
problems from alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse;
that is about 14.5% of the state budget. Only $8.50 is spent
on prevention, treatment, and/or research. The rest covers
the burden of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse on
justice, education, health, child and family assistance, mental
health and developmental disabilities, public safety and state
workforce programs. ! And this is state funds only--federal and
local costs are not included.

Alcohol, and other drug problems have a lot of other costs

that are not easily measured in dollars and cents, (i.e. lost
productivity; healthcare of abusing employees; state police and
local law enforcement linked to Pghting illicit drugs; civil court
costs for divorce, domestic disputes, small claims and other
cases; regulation and enforcement).

Nationally, Americans pay an average of $277 per year in state
taxes to deal with the burden of alcohol, and other drug abuse
and addiction in their social programs, but only $10 a year for
treatment and prevention. Again, state taxes only. Experts
estimate that every man, woman and child in the U.S. pays
nearly $1,000 per year for unnecessary health care, extra law
enforcement, auto crashes, crime and lost productivity as a
result of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse?

lllegal drugs account for nearly $110 billion in expenses and

lost revenue. When you add the costs for alcohol abuse, the
total climbs to over $276 billion. American users spend $63

billion on illicit drugs. 3

Underage alcohol use costs $58 billion per year: $36 billion for
violent crime and $18 billion for fatal alcohol related crashes.*
Almost two-thirds of people receiving homeless services across
the U.S. have had either alcohol or drug abuse problems in
their lifetime, yet less than half of them ever receive treatment.

The average bendts of treatment for alcohol, and other drug
abuse exceed the cost, 3to 1. Treatment yields decreases in
health and crime related costs and increases in
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